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Plan to

Residents of informal settlements across
SA to be moved to fight Covid-19

ASANDA SOKANYILE
asanda.sokanylledinl.coza

DESERTED strects, empty highways and
now mass evacuation plans are under
‘way in townships across four provinces
in South Africal

The Department of Human Settle-
ments sald plans were already at an
“acdvanced” stage to move entire town-
ships in the Western Cape, Gauteng, the
Eastemn Cape and KwaZulu-Natal to safe
zones in a bid to halt the spread of the
coronavirus.

In the Cape, thousands of residents
from two Informal settlements In
KhayeHltsha will be temn; removed
from their homes in a bid to decongest
extremely dense communities.

The residents of Taiwan and Enka-
nini informal settlements have been
notified of the plans to have them evac-
uated from their homes.

The flrst case of Covid-19 in Khayelit-
sha was 1ecorded in
Enkanini last week,
while Khayelitsha
now has two con- WTEETTESECaEe
firmed cases.

The Western Cay
cumently has 418
confirmed Covid-19
Infections.

National Depart-
ment-of Human Set-
tlements spokesper-
son Mcintosh Polela
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People have welcomed
the move because they
five on a wetland

Wtombaoxolo Kopmsn
WARD COUNCILLOR

‘We recognise that moving people from
their homes can be stressful, hence we
will allow for consultations to take place
before giving this information publicly,”
added Polela.

Land have been transferred
friom the Department of Public Works
and other state entities.

Ward 18 councillor Ntomboxolo
Kopman said residents of the Taiwan
Informal settlement were ready and
eager to be moved to a new location.

“Though we don’t know where they
waould be moved to and we are not yet
certain of the budget either, we are
happy with the move. People have been
engaged about the move and they have
welcomed it because they currently live
on a wetland,” she said.

Enkanini informal settlement com-
munity leader, Sinethemba Ntantso,
sald people I the area were reluctant
to move.

“We were informed that people
would be evacuated
to create space within
-the settlement, but

e = e s &t h] we dm’t k“uw huw
‘many people will be
removed from their
homes and we don’t
know when they
will be moved. But
the biggest prablem
is that people do not
want to leave thelr
houses,” he sald.

said the plans to
relocate residents were
already at an advanced stage.

“While this is urgent, it is also an int-
Hative that requires a sensitive approach.
This includes consultations,” sald Polela.

While Folela could not confirm the
number of people who it is planned will
be removed from their homes, he said
consultations would need to take place
as many have historically refosed to
leave places they regard as their homes.

“Historically, our communities
have resisted being mowved. As such,
we are carefu] that they be domsulted
and assured that they are golng to be
moved not far from the current place of
their residence. We also cannat com-
municate some aspects of this inltative
because of the ongeing consultations,”
he said.

Several communities in four prov-
inces of the country have been iden-
tified for the temporary relocations.
The measure is aimed at mitigating the
impact of the Covid-19 cutbreak. The

tment of Human Settlements is,
however, not giving out the names of
the idemtified communities, “because we
do not want to cause unnecessary panic.

Mayco member
for hwman sctlements
Malusl Booi. said the department had
budgetary problems so it had not been
able to move people from overcrowded
informal settlements,

“Our prayer J3 that we don’t get
any infections there, Currently, we are
unable to with TRAs (temiporary
relocation areas),” said Booi.

Similarly, it is planned that Z 000
people will be evacuated from Duncan
Village in the Eastern Cape as patt of
the department’s de-congestion plan.
According to reports, the money to
pay for the Duncan Village operation
will. come from the B340 urban devel-
opment settlements grant that Buffalo
City Municipality received from the
Human Settlernents Department at the
weekend.

The Buffalo City Municipality has
completed its plans on how to de-dep-
sify Duncan Village, which had not been
upgraded over the years.

According to statisties, there are
there are around 146 000 househokds
in 427 Informal settlement pockets in
Cape Town. | Additional reporting by Shanice
Makioo

A MASS evacuation plan Is in place far some high-density townships across the country te curb the spread of the coronavirus. | TRACEY ADAMS African News Agency (ANA)
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M KHAYELITSHA

Residents
threaten
patient

Warn her not to return home

ASANDA SOKANYILE
asanda.sokanylle®inl.co.za

LACK of understanding and knowl-
edge of the coronavirus has placed the
life of an administration clerk living
In an informal seitlement in danger

Last week, the woman became
the Arst person in Khayelitsha to test
positive for Covid-19, and fo
her admission to Khayeltsha District
Hospital, fearful residents of Enka-
nini township, the part of Khayelitsha
whete she lives, sald they did not want
her to returnt to the township when
she was X

The residents have not only threat-
ened the patient, but her landlord,
who they ordered to evict her, failing
which they vowed to “take matters
into their own hands”.

When the young woman, a mother,
was admitted to the hospital, nurses
were Ini fearful of testing her or
attending to her due to lack of training
and resources at the hospital.

A family spokesperson, who did
not wish to be named due to fear of
further victimisation, said the woman,
in isolation at Xhayelitsha District Hos-
pital, was likely to recover, and the
family wanted to find her another
place to live. “She canriot go back
there; the people in that area made it
clear, even to her landlord, that she is
no longer welcome there. But that is
net something for us £ worry about
right now,” she sald.

“She did not show signs or symp-
toms, she only complained of a

headache and when it would not g0
away, she dedlded to seek medical assis-
tance. She was tested and given med-
icationt; a week later, her results came
back positive, and the department of
health came and removed her from her
home and put her in isolation at the
Khayelitsha District Hospltal.” .

The family spokesperson said peo-
ple in the community needed to be
educated about the virus so myths
around it could be dispelled.

This week, Premier Alan Winde
confirmed there were 418 confirmed
cases in the province, with two In
Khayelltsha and seven in neighbouring
Mitchells Plain. *We are also seeing an
increase in the number of local trans.
missions and increasing admisstons to
hospltal. As of yesterday, 25 people in
the Western Cape have been admitted
to hespital, with seven in intensive
care facllities,” he said.

Ndibongo Mzanywa, chairperson
of Khayelitsha Health Forum, told
Weekend Argus the forum was “ry-
ing to get people of Khayelitsha to
adhere to the (lockdown) regulations”,
as “many people arc still wandering
around”,

“We understand that people do not
have suffident information about the
virus and thus got agitated when they
fizst heard of the first case in the atea,
But now things have calmed down,
and the people who were in contact
with the woman have been tested
and they are all negative,” Mzanywa
said.
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Complaints
- of SANDF,
SAPS abuse

MEC promises to investigate

. ASANDA SOKANYILE

asanda.sokanyile@inl.co.za

THE INDEPENDENT Police Investiga-
tive Ditectorate (Ipid) is investigating
38 cases involving assault, rape by
police officials, discharge of an official
firearm and corruption as reported
since March 26. ‘

Since lockdown began, a number of
videos have gone viral on social media

- which show SAPS and SANDF forces

using unnecessary force to ensure cit-
izens adhere to the regulations.

A Gugulethu woman who wished
to go only by her first name, Tiny, said
she had been unable to collect her
son’s disability grant because police

offices had refused to allow her to go
to the bank.

“T'was golng to the ATM to collect
my son’s grant when we got stopped
by the police. I kept telling them that
his grant is pald via Standard Bank
bt they flat out told me to go back

home unless I can provide a Sassa -

card as proof that I am going to collect
soclal grant. One of them even went
as far as tell me that [ was lying about
collecting my son's disability money. [
was 50 upset but decided to turn back
because they were starting to become
agitated. These people do not know
how to do their jobs and they need to
be trained on how to deal with people
in a civilised manner.”

AN SANDF member looks on as shoppers pass by with much- needed food items.

Siyabonga Miamli, a Khayelitsha
resident, was allegedly beaten by
SAPS and SANDF members on Sunday
evening, but did not lodge a com-
plaint,

“This is nothing new, it happens
in the township all the time so why
bother reporting it? They beat me and
some friends, we were walking at night
from an ATM, We know that they are
not supposed to beat us to enforce the
regulations. We also know we were
not supposed to be out and about,
especially at that time but they had no
right to beat us up,” he said.

The Department of Health said
between 6pm on Wednesday evening
and 6am on Thursday morning, there
were 50 lockdown-related arrests. A
further 321 non-compliance fines were
issued. )

Earlier this week, MEC for Com-
munity Safety Albert Fritz condemned

violent acts by the SANDF and SAPS, -

“All acts of abuse under the joint
command of SAPS and SANDF will
be investigated by the relevant entity
responsible for these investigations.
I cominend the City of Cape Town
for the swift suspension of three law
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enforcement officers following their
alleged verbal abuse and harassment
of residents on the Cape Flats.

I cannot. be silent amidst the
numerous complaints of physical
abuse and humiliation against our
residents. 1 will exercise my consti-
tutional powers of oversight over
SAPS, including Metro Police and law
enforcement.”

Fritz sald residents in the prov-
ince must adhere to the lockdown
conditions and stay at home as this
would ensure that inany lives would
be spared.
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VANDALISM OF WESTERN
CAPE SCHOOLS CONTINUES
There have been seven incidents of
vandalism and burglaries at schools in
the province, since the lockdown started.
According to the Western Cape Education

Department, since schools closed there
had been 16 cases reported.
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Learning continuing online for pupils

KEAGAN MITCHELL

DESPITE schools being closed early and
pupils getting an extended holiday break
due to Covid-19, leatning continues
online.

Presented by the Western Cape
Education Department (WCED) and
Stellenbosch University (Telematic
services department), the Telematic
Schools Project focuses on Caps content
which includes online lessons, videos,
workbooks and other resourees for pupils
from Grade 10 to Grade 12.

The annual project started in February
and runs until October.

Operations manager at the Centre for
Learning Technologies at Stellenbosch
University Zainab Suliman urged pupils
to register on the website by sending

" their name, surname, email address,

school name and province to
school@sun.ac.za during the lockdown.
“Pupils will have access to past video
lessons and workbooks that will help
them keep up to date with topics they
are struggling with. For each of the 13
subjects a workbook is designed for
pupils to use during each broadcast. Our
main aim is for pupils and teachers to
have access to ready-to-use content.”

PUPILS in a Telematic Schools Project lesson.

“There are 1300 equipped schools
nationally. The WCED has 156 satellite
scheols with all of the schools in the

PICTURE: SUPPLIED

Western Cape having streaming access.
At the end of each year the senior
curricilum planners evaluate the exam

results and the topics pupils struggle
with are selected to be broadcasé the next
year,” she said.

Suliman added: “The partnership
between the WCED and Stellenbosch
University is a good mix of content and
technology where both parties bring their
expertise in order to provide pupils with

an easy to use and practical solution. All

patties are cotmmitted to helping pupils
pass their mattic exam. The presenters
are dedicated experts who make time in
their busy schedules to prepare lessons
and content for the pupils.”

Spokespetson for Education MEC
Debbie Schifey, Kerry Mauchline, said:
“Even though it is officially still the
school holidays, it is vital for matrics
to get a head start on their exam
prepatrations duting the lockdown period.
We recommeénd that pupils use this time
to revise term one work, and to prepare
for the rest of the year ahead.

“We are also putting together a
programme for quality learning at home,
in case the school closure continues after
the holidays, including broadcast lessons,
activities and reading material.

“We'll be communicating these to
schools, teachers and parents very soen,”
she added.
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Toetsing in W-Kaap
begin Maandag

Die regering se grootskaalse siftingsproses
waar mense by hul huise in dig bewoonde ge-
biede besoek word, begin Maandag in die Wes-
Kaap.

Die Wes-Kaapse gesondheidsdepartement het
sewe gemeenskappe geoormerk, naamlik twee
uitbreidings in Khayelitsha, Happy Valley, Bis-
hop Lavis, Philippi, Mbekweni en Kwanongaba
by Mosselbaai. Alan Winde, premier van die
Wes-Kaap, sé bykomende streke sal bekend ge-
maak word namate die proses vorder.

Die werkers wat in die gemeenskap sal uit-
gaan, sal identifiseerbare uniforms en identi-
teitskaarte dra. Die publiek word aangeraai om
mense se akkreditasie na te gaan vir veilig-
heid.

Nomafrench Mbombo, Wes-Kaapse LUR vir
gesondheid, het *n beroep gedoen op professio-
nele gesondheidswerkers in die private sektor
om hul dienste aan te bied om die druk te ver-
minder wat oor die volgende weke en maande
op die gesondheidstelsel geplaas kan word. Die-
gene wat belang stel, kan op die webblad by
www.westerncape.gov.za/department-of-
health/volunteer-recruitment-questionaire
kyk wat hulle te doen staan. ~ Marelize Bamard




Wes-Kaapse landbouprodusente
het die afgelope week tonne vars
produkte aan FoodForward SA
geskenk wat die kwesbaarste ge-
meenskappe help wat 'n voedsel-
nood tydens die Covid-19-inper-
kingstyd ondervind.

Vars produkte is tot dusver
versprei na versorgingsgeriewe
vir bejaardes, kinderhuise, gerie-
we vir kwesbare kinders en men-
se met MIV/vigs en TB.

“Landbou-produsente het be-
grip vir die humanitére krisis
wat in dié tydperk kan ontstaan,”
het Jannie Strydom, uitvoerende
hoof van Agri Wes-Kaap, gesé.
“Baie gesinne in die land sal ge-
durende die volgende paar weke
nie weet waar hulle volgende
bord kos vandaan gaan kom nie.

- “Die skenking van vars produk-
te is ons bydrae om ons gemeen-
skappe in hierdie baie moeilike
tyd by te staan en om 'n verskil in
mense se lewens te maak,” het hy
gesé,

Strydom het boere en plaaswer-
kers bedank wat tydens die staat
van inperking steeds voortgaan
om kos te produseer, Hy het ook
die Wes-Kaap se departement van
omgewingsake en ontwikkelings-
beplanning bedank vir die rol wat
hulle speel om voedselskenkings
en hulpprojekte te kobrdineer.

Andy du Plessis, besturende di-

'W-Kaapse boere skenk
tonne vars produkte

Groenboontjies wat deur 'n
produsent van Stellenbosch geskenk
is, word opgelaal. Foto: VERSKAF

rekteur van FoodForward SA, sé&
hulle is geweldig dankbaar vir die
ruim skenkings van vars produk-
te, wat die voedingswaarde van
die voedselsteun wat hulle bied,
aansienlik verhoog.

“Dit is baie nodig in "n tyd
waarin mense nie 'n daaglikse in-
komste kan verdien nie,” het hy
gesé,

“As een van die belangrikste
belanghebbers in die Wes-Kaap
aanvaar die landbousektor sy kri-
tieke rol in die welstand van die
provinsie en al sy inwoners,” het
Strydom gesé.
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Inentings teen
griep vir dié
in Wes-Kaap

Die gewone inentings teen griep
{(nie Covid-19 nie) gaan toegedien
word aan inwoners in die hoérisi-
ko-groep in die Wes-Kaap.

Die Wes-Kaapse departement
van gesondheid het vier groepe
geidentifiseer wat in aanmerking
kom vir inentings by primére ge-
sondheidsorggeriewe. Hulle is:

B Gesondheidswerkers wat reg-
streeks met pasiénte werk;

B Mense ouers as 65;

B Mense met kardiovaskulére
siektes soos chroniese hartsiek-
tes, hot bloeddruk, mense wat 'n
beroerte gehad het, asook mense
met diabetes; en

B Mense met chroniese longsiek-
tes s00S asma.

Swanger vroue en mense met
MIV en vigs sal corweeg word
wanneer diegene uit die vier hoé

risiko-groepe inentings gekry het.

Die departement sé dié inen-
tings beskerm mense nie teen Co-
vid-19 nie, maar sal help dat men-
se wat dit kry se immuunstelsel
nie verswak weens griep nie.

Die Wes-Kaap het vanjaar
105 000 inentings gekry. Die inlig-
ting oor mense wat in hoérisiko-
groepe val, is by die departement
op rekord en hulle sal eerste ge-
help word.

Om te verseker dat mense
steeds ’n veilige afstand van me-
kaar hou, sal gesondheidswerkers
die inentings by ouetehuise gaan
aflewer saam met ander chronie-
se medikasie. Mense met afsprake
by die departement se primére ge-
sondheidsorggeriewe sal hul inen-
tings kry wanneer hulle opdaag
vir hul afsprake.

Griep-inentings is getoets en
veilig verklaar, selfs vir mense in
hoérisikogroepe, wat swanger
vroue en mense met MIV insluit.

Die inentings kan nie daartoe
lei dat mense griep kry nie, omdat

daar geen lewende virusse in die

entstof is nie. Sommige mense
ontwikkel 'n ligte koors en die
plek waar hulle ingespuit is, kan
seer raak.

Die departement het gesé griep-
inentings het in die algemeen 'n
uitstekende veiligheidsrekord.

SATERDAG BURGER
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Wes-Kaap voed reeds 100 000
kwesbare mense vOOr inperking

Warda Meyer

Die Wes-Kaap het reeds voor die
staat van inperking aan sowat
100 000 kwesbare inwoners kos
voorsien en doen dit steeds.
Sharna Fernandez, Wes-Kaap-

se LUR vir maatskaplike ontwik-

keling, sé haar departement bied
verskeie programme aan wat
voedsel verskaf aan mense wat
nie voedselsekerheid het nie.
“Na verwagting sal die behoef-
te toenecem weens die staat van
inperking, aangesien baie mense
in stedelike en landelike gebiede
nie in staat is om te werk en ’n
inkomste te verdien nie.”
Fernandez sé haar departe-
ment is in gesprek met plaaslike
en nasionale amptenare van die

Suid-Afrikaanse agentskap vir
maatskaplike sekerheid (Sassa),
waarvan die kantore tans gesluit
is.

Hulle vra Sassa om sy begro-
ting vir voeding te benut om die
ekstra kospakkies wat nodig is
weens die onverwagte toename
in behoeftiges, te finansier.

“Ons is ook in gesprek met an-
der departemente en nierege-
rings- en burgerlike organisasies
om te help met die uitbreiding
van die veiligheidsnet vir kwes-
bare mense.”

Daar is tans 72 persele met
6 700 begunstigdes waar getei-
kende voedingsprogramme vyf
dae per week ingestel is en buite
die departement van gesondheid
se voedingsprogram val.
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7 wetstoepassers in Kaapstad oor
geweld op Kaapse Vlakte geskors

Warda Meyer

Sewe wetstoepassers in Kaapstad
is vandeesweek geskors oor be-
weerde polisiegeweld nadat hulle
glo inwoners op die Kaapse Vlak-
te aangerand en geintimideer het
tydens die staat van inperking.

Richard Bosman, uitvoerende
bestuurder vir veiligheid en se-
kuriteit in Kaapstad, sé die metro
het verskeie klagtes ontvang, wat
video-opnames van die gevalle in-
sluit, oor beamptes wat inwoners
mishandel.

“Drie beamptes van Capricorn
Park is geskors, een vrouebeamp-
te van Groenpunt, en drie van
Mitchells Plain,” sé Bosman.

Hy het die beamptes se beweer-
de dade skerp veroordeel.

Albert Fritz, LUR vir gemeen-
skapsveiligheid, sé hy veroordeel
enige magsmisbhruik deur die po-

lisie, metropolisie, stadswetstoe-
passers en soldate skerp.

“Ek kan nie stilbly te niidde
van die talle klagtes oor brutali-

teit, mishandeling en vernede-

ring wat deur ons inwoners aan-

gemeld is nie,” sé Fritz.

Hy het beklemtoon dat die na-
sionale ramptoestand wat afge-
kondig is, inwoners hie van hul
reg op waardigheid ontneem nie.

“Alle dade van mishandeling
onder die gesamentlike bevel van
die SAPD en die SANW sal deur
die betrokke entiteit ondersoek
word.”

Fritz het inwoners versoek om
enige klagtes by die Wes-Kaapse
polisieombudsman aan te meld.
Klagtes oor die polisie of militére
polisie kan ook by die onafhank-
like polisieondersoekdirektoraat
{Opod), of by die militére om-
budsman aangemeld word.
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Skole in } ies—Kaap loop deur
“onder vandale tydens inperking

Nazley Wilschutt

Agt skole in die Wes-Kaap het -

reeds sedert die staat van in-

perking in werking getree
- in, maar nie die voorval by

- Chumisa nie.

- het, onder vandale deurge— e
_ loop

~ Bronagh Hammond, woord |
- voerder van die provinsiale

onderwysdepartement, het -
gister gesé daar is op 29 of 30 -
Maart by die Chumisa Prima-
ry School in Khayelitsha inge-
breek. Rekenaars is gesteel en
van die klaskamers is erg ge-
vandaliseer. Die presiese
waarde van die skade moet
nog vasgestel word. :
“Daar was ook sewe ander .
voorvalle van inbrake en van-
dalisme by skole vanaf
31 Maart,” sé Hammond.

Sy Sé' sedert die skole op

- 20 Maart gesluit het, is daar
t - 16 gevalle van inbrake en van-
" dalisme aangemeld Die 16

sluit die eerste sewe gevalle

“Ons doen weer eens 'n be-

b roep op a]le gemeenskappe
Cooom emge verdagte optrede in
€n om ons skule aan te meld.
‘Daar is tans geen rede vir eni-
‘-[gnemand om by ons skole te
‘wees nie, tensy dit *n opsigter

of onderwyser is wat op die
skoolterrem wooh,” sé Ham-
mond

. Sy sé die meeste gevalle het

.bedags plaasgewnd en nie

snags nie. Bykomende veilig-
heidsmaatregls is by die be-
trokke skole geimplementeer.
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‘SO HELP MUNISIPALITEITE

Kerndienste

in Wes-Kaap

Warda Meyar

Munisipaliteite oor die hele Wes-
Kaap het bre@ ingrypings aange-
kondig om die impak van die
Covid-19-pandemie op hul ge-
meenskappe te verminder.

Anton Bredell, Wes-Kaapse
LUR vir plaaslike regering, omge-
wingsake en ontwikkelingsbe-
planning, sé die belangrikste ver-
antwoordelikheid van munisipali-
teite is om te sorg dat die basiese
dienste voortgaan. Kerndienste,
waaronder tegniese dienste en
water-, riool-, elektrisiteits- en af-
valbestuur, word oor die provin-
sie heen voortgesit. Water- en
elektrisiteitsbeperkings is opge-
hef in gebiede waar dit tot voor
die staat van inperking van krag
was.

Bredell sé munisipaliteite werk
almal saam met die polisiediens
en die weermag om die veiligheid
van gemeenskappe te verseker.

“Diistriksmunisipaliteite lewer
noodsazklike dienste soos brand-
bestryding, padinstandhouding
en amgewingsgesondheidsdien-
ste. Ons rampbestuursentrums is
sewe dae per week 24 uur per dag
pop en werk hard om die krisis te
bekamp,"” sé& Bredell

Van die bykomende maatreéls:
 Dic Steflenbosch-munisipalitett
skort die betaling van munisipale
gelde vir drie maande op. Hawelo-
se mense in Franschhoek, Stellen-
bosch en Klapmuts word in tydeli-
ke blyplek gehuisves.

M Ondernemings in die Over-

Anton Bredsl! Foto: WESLANDER

strand-munisipaliteit wat onder fi-
nansisle druk verkeer en nie hul
munisipale rekeninge in Maart of
April kan betaal nie, kan 'n ver-
lengde betalingsooreenkorns aan-
gaan om dit oor ses maande af te
betaal. Inweners wat sukkel, kan
dieselfde ooreenkoms sluit.

M In die Msssegua-munisipalitelt is
geld aan alle wyksraadslede be-
skikbaar gestel om waar nodig
kospakkies uit te deel.

M Die Swartiand-munisipaifteit
werk saam met die private sektor
aan voedingskemas vir hawelose
mense. Die munisipaliteit cor-
weeg nog ‘n moontlike betaalva-
kansie vir elendomsbelasting so-
wel as om die rente op agterstalli-
ge rekeninge af te shyyf.

H Die Witzenbarg-munisipalitatt
gaan nie streng kredietbeheer toe-
pas tydens die staat van inper-
king nie. Allte voorafbetaal-elek-
trisiteitsmeters wat weens niebe-
taling van munisipale rekeninge
geblok is, is weer gekoppel.

-prosedures tot einde April opge-
skort. Voorafbetaal-elekirisiteits-
meters sal nie geblok word nie.

H Die Drakenstein-munisipaliteit
het water en elektrisiteit wat ge-
blok was, herstel. Skuilplek word
aan hawelose mense voorsien.

B Die Breedevallsl-munisipalitelt
het bykamende waterpunte en toi-
lette in Iinformele nedersettings

gelinstalleer.
M Die Mosselbaal-munisipaliteit
bled finansi&le hulp aan altal
wat eiendomme van die munisi-
paliteit huur.
H Die Oudtshoorn-munisipaliteit se
maatrels sluit in dat geen yente
van Maart tot Junie gehef gaan
word op alle agterstallige rekenin-
ge nle.
H Die Theawaterskioof-munisipali-
talt het beperkings op water en
elektrisiteit opgehef. Hy werk
saam met nieregeringsorganisa-
sies om kospakkies uit te deel.
B In die Bargrivier-munisipafitett
het diegene ‘wat net beperkte wa-
tertoevoer gehad het, nou ten vol-
le toegang tot water.
H Die George-munizsipaliteit gaan
geen rente op diensrekenings vir
April hef nie. Bykomende sanita-
slegeriewe en waterpunte word in
n aantal informele nedersettings
verskaf.

Wes-Kapenaars met navrae oor
die inperkingstydperk word ver-
soek om die webwerf www. wes-
terncape.gov.za/coranavirus te
besoek.
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@™ MANAGEMENT PLAN

Strategy to turn stadiums into hospitals

- NATHAN ADAMS

nathan.adams@inl.co.za

IF THE spread of Covid-19 increases
at a rapid rate, the City of Cape Town
and the Western Cape government
will convert Cape Town Stadium, Ath-
lone Stadium, the Bellville Velodrome
and other sports grounds into satellite
hespitals.

Both provincial and local govern-
ment officials confirmed that this
was part of the disaster management
plan should the infection rate rapidly
increase.

Health officials would move swiftly
and within 24 hours be able to convert

stadiums, community halls and civic
centres into medical facilities or isola-
tion and guarantine wards if the need
arose.

Mayoral committee member for
safety and security Alderman JP Smith
said: “All of our halls, community halls
are ‘overflow medical spaces and also
isolation spaces.”

Smith said that mayocral committee
member for community services and
health councillor Zahid Badroodien
was spearheading the municipality’s
response and that provincial health was
leading the way in planning.

Ideally, community halls would not
treat Covid-19 patients because it would

be to costly to transform these'halls into
specialised hospitals.

Badroodien said: “There are a num-
ber of vital services that are offered by
clinie facilities, and these in¢lude ante-
natal care, immunisations and chronic
medications.”

“And so, while we sit with that real-
ity, the othier reality we have is also that
in the not-too-distant future we may
see more and more patients becoming
{Covid-19} positive... as a result of local
transmission.”

The councillor saud they had to be
realistic and make the correct prepar-
ations.

This week, as temporary shelters

such as tents were erected for street
people in the city centre and at the
Strandfontein Sports Grounds, the
City of Cape Town was criticised for
not opening community halls for the
homeless.

“People are unhappy that we haven't
opened up halls for the homeless, but we
can’t. These facilities will all be used for
‘management, isolation and treatment,”
said Badroodien.

The exact manner in which stadiums
would be transformed into off-site
hospitals has not yet been darified;
nor has the budget for such z move
been confirmed by the provincial
government.
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Iryving time
for pregnant
women

Expectant mothers urged to consult doctors

AMBER COURT
amber.court@in.co.za

THE PAST few weeks of Carla Wich-
man-Wedel's pregnancy have been
nerve-racking.

She is 26 weeks pregnant and is due
on Apiil 15, within the 21-day national
lockdown.

She is scheduled for a caesarean sec-
tion at Mediclinic Constantiaberg.

She is expecting a gifl and already
has a name, Charly-May.

The 36-year-old said she was in iso-

lation since March 16. But had a scare

as her husband is a teacher and one of
his pupils’ parents tested positive for the
coronavirus.

I barely left the house,” she said.

Wichman-Wedel told Weekend
Argus it was an emotional roller-coaster.

“If I get sick 1 won't be able to take
certain medication. When this all broke

. out I was really anxious.”

Visitation restrictions at hospitais

put a bit of a damper on this happy

family event.

Wichman-Wedel was even more con-
cerned for her unborn child and the risk
of exposure to the virus.

Pregnant women should consult
with their doctors and midwives to
ensure the continuity of care during
this perlod, said Howard Manyonga, an
cobstetrician and head of The Birthing
Team, private maternity care provider
for women without medical aid.

Manyonga said it was not known if
pregnant women were at a greater risk
of getting sick from the coronavirus.

*They experlence changes in their
bodies that may increase the risk of
some infections.”

Obstetric and antenatal care, known
to improve pregnancy outcomes and
the overall health of newberns, were
considered essential services, said
Manyonga.

“We urge wornen who are pregnant
to consult with their doctors and mid-
wives to ensure the continuity of care
during this period,” he said.

THE coronavirus lockdown has been tough on pregnant women as they are advised to stay
away from crowded places. | TRACEY ADAMS African News Agency {ANA)

The company is working closely with
a private hospital group to launch a
team in Cape Town.

Angie Manyuha is a midwife for
The Birthing Team at Netcare Femina
in Pretoria. She has been practising as a
midwife for 19 years.

“They need to carry on taking their
presctibed vitamins and iron tablets.

“Iron is a key mineral that boosts
energy levels and increases resistance
to stress, infection and disease,” said
Manyuha.

She said expectant mothers should
restrict their visits to public spaces such
as the grocery store ot pharmacy.

“We advise pregnant women to stay

at home as much as possible duting this
period,” she said.

The Western Cape department of

health implemented various measures at
hospitals to ensure no congestion, thus
reducing the risk of spread of the corona-
virus. It includes newborns, according
to Matk van der Heever, spokesperson
for the Western Cape Department of
Health.

Restrictions put in place include one
birth companion allowed, partners and
companions are discouraged during
antenatal and postnatal visits.

Expecting mothers who are con-
cerned they may have contracted cot-
onavirus can call 0800 029 999.

B
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Breekbaar m
die townships
in dié virustyd

-‘Mensem
daartsmemldnie.

Jacol Rool en Jullan Jansen

Voordat ons nie weet wat in die
rownships aangaan nie, kan ons
nie selfvoldazn raak (oor die

spreiding van die korona-virus

met Inwoners van townships is
dit duidelik talle vind dit bale
moeilik om aan die inperkings-
naatreéls gehoor te - Om BO-
siale &n finansidle
“Mense gaan eers geloor gee
as hulle sickas rondom halle
slen sterf,” verwoord ‘n moeda-
lose gemeenskapsleier in Alex-
andra in die noorde van Johan-
wurg[)mdadagsyfnmh’a-

DavldMah!an.guhetoorluant
die huis waar *n begrafnizsdiens
in Al dra gehou is, g

*Ons kultuur hier is dat ons
vir onsself moet slen. Eers as fa-
milielede begin sterf, sal jy die
mense nke op die straat gewaar
nie.”

In Khayelitsha In die Wes-
Kaap, 'n reuse-gebled metr min-
stems 1 mifjoen Inwoners, is twee
inwoners reeds positief vir die
slekte getoets.

Nomafrench Mbombo, Wes-
Kaapse LUR vir gesondheid, het

Iljm
(=

Donderdag beloof dat die hoe-

‘veelheid toetse in die buurte

gedurende die 21 dae
van die inper] Daarom gaan
die na
die R
By v is de

te eni gebiede met subekonomie-
se behuising baie stiller is as die
armer dele, waar daar ‘n geroe-
semoes van mense is met talle
‘wat om vieisbraalvure saam-
drom. Hier is ook bale meer po-
Hsle- N

n

mdat
Is,isdiedrnko die beperkie
gzmlbuitetd.‘letgegn:ter

1stee Covid-19-gevalle 1585
26 Mannt ﬂu\pﬁl
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sal oproerig
mhnnger raak en daar is nie geld
=
In Londonweg in Alexandra

het soms mense se karre gewas

Totaal:

hetuokgehel waar daar bow-
werk was. “As dit nog 20 dac
aanhou, weet ons nie wat gaan
gebeur nie. Dié week Is alreeds
moeilik.™

nde en is 0ok nou deur hul werk-
FEWers om onbetaalde
verlof te neem.™

In Bopgorylasn s& Thembaka-
zi Sonkqayl (32) ygnanvmeg-
inkopies doen, “want as.
Jy Jater kom, lsdteryechaoﬂes
Die sjebhiens is toegemaak en
bate mense smag na drank,

ﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂﬁ.ﬂ!ﬂ-mﬁ



Provinces
brace for
‘thinning’ of
settlements

High-density areas in
four provinces eyed
for Covid relocations

By JEFF WICKS and ALEX PATRICK

& Several provinces have begun identlfying
densely populated areas for the relocation of
tens of thausands of residents from their
homes in 2 hid 1o slow the spread of Covid-
19.

But as the coronavirus that causes the dis-
ease begins to sutface In townships — with
infections in  Alexaudra, KwaMashu,
Khayelitsha and Umlaz{ — two experts have
warned against the government's plan,
which was annocunced last month by minis-
ter of human settlemnents, water & sanitation
Lindiwe Sisulu.

‘The plan to decrease the head count in 29
critically overcrowited informa) settlements
across Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, the Western
Cape and Eastern Cape is at an “advanced
stage”, the department said tiis week.

The elderly, disabled and shack dweilers
will likely be the first to be evacuated and
housed {n emergency accommodation, the
department has said.

The national department was hesitant to
give much detall due to the “sansitivity” of
the relocations, bat the slfzcted provinces
confirmed detafls of the plan.

Western Cape human settlemerts MEC
Tertius Simmers sald settlements in Dunoon
and Phitippl in Cape Town would be the first
port of call,

In KwaZulu-Nata], the settlements in fo-
cus are Kennedy Road and Amaot fn Dur-
ban.

“The focus would be on fresing wp some
space by removing existing units, be they
shacks or standing houses. 1t is estimated
that a guarter of residents in each settlement
may need te relocate” said JGwaZulu-Natel
human setflements spokespersor Mbuleio
Baloyi,

Eastern Cape spokesperson Masiza Maz-
iz! sald the provincial department has fdenti-
fled 21 setesnents for evacuatior. Plans in-
clude moving 2,000 people from the
settlement of Duncan Village in East London,
home to 3s many-as 100,000 people,

In Gauteng, spokesperson Castro Ngob-
ese said the Housing Developiment Agency is
finalising the procurement process for tem-
porary shelters, The Sunday Times has learmnt
that areas affected in Gauteng will include
Stjwetla in Sandton and Moolplaats in
Pretoria,

Human setfements national director-
general Neville Chalnee sald there I8 ne Hime
framne for when fomilies will be asked o
move,

“The relocatien of households Is depm-
dent on & tumber of factors and these in-
clude susceptibiity to the danger of 2 viru-
lent spread of Covid-19, makeup of
households and consent of households to be
relocated,” he said.

“There 15 no set figure to the number of
households to be relocated.”

Hutnan seftlements ministry spokesper-
son Mentosh Polela said that though the re-
location Is urdent, It requires a sensitive
approach,

“Historically, our communities have re-
sisted being moved, As such, we are careful
that they be censulted and assured that they
ate going to be moved not far from the cur-
rent place of their residence.”

Slguiis Yast week announced that 17 Jand
parcels have been Identified for the “de-den-
sification” project.

Departmental spokesperson Xolani Xun-
du said this week the department Is reluc-
tant to provide too much information on the
land parvels 5o as to avold land cceupation
before the sites are ready to be lived on,

Of the 17 land parcels, about four are
owned by private companies and Individuals
and the rest by municlpatities. Xundu would
not say how uch the department was plan-
ning to spend on purchasing the land.

People in the affected areas who spoke to
e Sunday Times this week were cititer un-
aware of the plans or said they had heard

THE NUMBER
ofInk across SA from
which plnplonuybnmd

L

of pacple wha nay be moved cut of East
Londen's Duncan Village

THENUMRER
of Covid-19 infectlons in SA

i {}
An e mrhn-wlﬁnmlmhlhmknnnphmbwlhﬁnemgummumqumtum—
day natlonwids Inelulwa in Khayeltoha township sear Caps Tawn. Picture: Reuters

t2lk, but no details from the government.

In Alexandra, johannesburg, with a popu-
Istion of 700,000, grandmother Nancy Mya-
ka's hemne has been arefuge for her danghter
and grandchildren during lockdown.

“If it would help people then I wouldn't
mind relocating for a little while. But Alex is
Tull of desperate people and I may Just some
back to an empty house,” said Myaka.

The prospect s also fraught for Iacqueline
Makongole, who has lived In her Alexandra
home for more than two decades.

"I have six children and kitty who live
withi me, We are complylng with the lock-
down, but I can’t move and leave the eat be-
hind,* she sald.

Michael Setloboko lives in a tootn af the
back of a dwelling close to the Alex police
station. He survives on donations and piece
Jobs. “Lockdown s so depressing. but 1
wouldnt relocate even for & short while. 1
can't leave my stuff behind, 1 have worked
wery hand for tive things 1 have,” he sald.

In the Western Cape, Nyanga community
policing forum chair Martin Makazi said
there Is confusion about the message the
government is sending out.

Professor Sandra Liebenberg, chair of hu-
man rights law at Stellenbosch University,
sald emergency legislation gives ministerg

powers, but wamed they mst
consider critical aspects of forced reloca-
tions,

“What guarantees will be fn plice to en-
able communities to return to theéfr homes
after the pandem]e thregt has subsided ?*

Loren Landau of the African Centre for
Migration and Soclety said those targeted are
ilkely to be the poor, politically marginalised,
linguistic minorities, or groups that local au-
thorities or residents have long wanted to
remove,

He sald township spatial pianning has
Been ignered for decades, and now pecple
will pay the price. — Additional reporting by
Sthamiblle Cele
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Die mense vertel van strugg|

‘ NS is in ge:aar en
Dit is hoe sommige
- essensiéle werkers voel

wat nmoodsaaklike dienste tydens
die 21 dae lange corona-virns-lock-
down verrig.

Volgens Letticia Slabb (37), "n
gesondheidswerker van Elsies-
rivier, is dit hul plig om te werk

DASII.AFRIKA@'#?E}‘

Die minister van gemeenskaps-
veiligheid, Albert Fritz, het 'n be-
roep op die inwoners. van die Wes-

en na die siekes om te sien, ondanks moogs gakukeedoen é:m die werkers wat
ie gevaar. m aal ienste ig, te res-
In Suid-Afrika het die getal men- pekteer en te eerbiedig omdat hulle
se wat die virus opge- _ hul eie lewe op die
doen het begin styg en = spel plaas omhul me-
e o V- et her, o
£2an juis =t inwoners
noudat meer toetse 11 -t aangemoedig om die
skikbaar is vir mense Ek sorg dat landsvlag buite hul
gebiods, T tves ek altyd e otk T
Die Wes-Kaap is VE'I"!Q IS ken van waardering

naas Gauteng die erg-

ste sover getref en die getalle wat
binnekort na intensiewe sorg ocor-
geplaas gaan word, is iets om erg
vor bekommerd  te wees.

Maar dan kry 'n mens die engele
wat steeds vreesloos moet werk om
die land aan die te' hou.

Dis juis met hﬁlﬁ: wat Son op

Sondaf gaan pgesels het.

i
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het, bale emstig op.

hl-qul i';I. ."'"":-
OF DIENS: AQ Joseph Swartbool neem dile polisie-eed wat hy afgeld

vir die werkers wat
tydens die lockdown moet werk.
Fritz s8&: “Gedurende die lock-
down maak ons staat op die ge-
sondheidsdienste, wetstoepasgers
en ander noocdsaaklike werkers om
die corona-virus te help keer,
“Die ander mense wat by hul
huise is, moet ook hul bydrae doen
en in hul huise bly.

Foto's: JONATHAN LESTRADE
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“Dit is belangrik dat hulle geson-
gia higiéne toepas om gesond te

.

“Dit kan die lewe van duisende
ander inwoners red deur tuis te
bly, veral die lewe van die weerloses
met e immunitei .

“Die eegsters en  dokters
werk hard in die hospitale om ons
veiligheid te verseker.”

Slabb s&: “Ons lewe iz dasgliks

in gevaar.

“Asof dit nie genoeg is nie, beroof
gangsters ons as ons die mense
se pille gaan aflewer, want hulle
gebruik dit as drugs.

“Ek voel onveilig in die ogpgende

as ek werk toe B
“Dit is gevaarliiaa:or die paaie

stil en I is. Ons verrig 'n nood-
saaklike diens, daarom moet ek
werk.

Koawinkel

“Ek sorg dat ek altyd veilig is,
dewr my masker én handskoene
te dra.”

Nég 'n noodsaaklike werker, Tha-
kiena Kamaar, 'n rakpakker by n
koswinkel in Bonteheuwel, sé&: “Ek
is bang, sommer vrek bang.

“Ek het kinders tuis en moet werk
om kos op die tafel te sit.

“Ons werk elke dag met verskil-
lende mense en hoop en bid maar
dat ons nie die virus optel nie.”

AO Joseph Swartbooi van die
Bishop Lavis-polisie sé&: “Dit is deel
van my normale pligte wat ek moet
uitvoer. Daar is nitdagings met die
gemeenskap wat soms nie aan die
reéls wil voldoen nie.

“In die meeste gevalle praat ons
met hulle, dan luister die mense
en gaan in hunl huise.

“Dit is belangrik dat ek myself

‘DIS MY PLIG: Lotticla Siabh vorisd

Alxribaies,
t i o

MOET WEHRMK: Nige
n raxifestuurd
LAy 1 Le werk oy o ogs

sy tafel te sit nle.

hulle trotseer heslis bale in dile
gemeenskappe.

beskerm vir my familie, want ons
weet nie wie die virus het nie.”

.Nigel Abrahams, 'n taxibestuur-
der, sé: “Die gaan baie sleg, want
ons inkomste is met meer as die
helfte gesny.

“Ons kan net vyf mense in die
taxi laai en dit dek nie eens omns
petrolgeld vir die dag nie.

“Oms is geworry oor die corona-
virns, maar ons het ook families
wat ons moet onderhou.

“Ons het hand sanitisers en mas-
kers om ons veilig te hou.

“As ons nie die reéls gehoorsaam
nie, kry ons groot boetes.”

Intnssen is die hoeveelheid pas-
sasiers rondom taxi’s verslap, maar
steeds gaan dit die net 'n
bietiie help. _

Volgens Fritz is verskeie mense
reeds gearresteer wat die maatreéls
vir die lockdown vera a

Inwonersis aangeraai o net hul
hnis te o’;erlaat as hulle kruiden iers;
ware medisyne gaan koop, o
mediese hulp benodig of hul maat-
skaplike toelang gaan haal.
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